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Journe  ing 
Together
in  Faith  and Love

You Support Catholic Life at All Ages and All Stages
Your gift to the Appeal serves our parishes, 
schools, and college campuses by helping 
Catholics of all ages across our Diocese 
grow deeper in their faith lives and play 
active roles in an invigorated Church. They 
allow couples and families to live as the 
domestic Church and for every human life 
to be protected and loved from conception 
to natural death. Donor support also makes 
a network of full and part-time chaplains 
available to the sick and dying in all of the 
hospitals in the Diocese and helps fund care 
for residents at our Diocesan health facilities.

You Support Our Priests of Today and Tomorrow 
Donations to the Appeal sustain the Office of Vocations in its work 
with men from our Diocese who are hearing the call to a life of service. 
Donor support helps our devoted seminarians as they progress on their 
journey to the priesthood. Your gift also benefits the retired priests of 
the Diocese of Fall River, many of whom continue to serve our parishes 
and people each and every year: celebrating Mass, assisting our Pastors, 
visiting the sick, administering the sacraments, and educating and 
guiding the individuals and families of our community in their faith.

You support those in need through Catholic Social Services
Catholic Social Services (CSS) serves and ministers to nearly 50,000 
individuals each year. Since 1924, CSS has been committed to 
upholding and advancing human dignity in our community and 
improving the quality of life for all people in the spirit of God’s 
universal love. CSS provides comprehensive social and human 
services including basic and emergency needs and assistance with 
homelessness, immigration issues, housing and residential services, 
disabilities, adoption, mental health counseling, elder health services, 
neighborhood rehabilitation, foreclosures, citizenship services, 
bereavement support, and much more. 

You Support the Education of our Youth through the  
Catholic Faith
Gifts to the Catholic Appeal help make the dream of a Catholic 
education feasible for families through tuition abatement and 
scholarship support. Our Catholic Schools offer our students the 
chance to grow and prosper spiritually, academically, emotionally, 
and socially – putting them on the path to becoming the people 
God created them to be. They teach respect for the dignity of every 
person. By infusing religion throughout the curriculum, our schools 
help our students become well-rounded, faith-filled individuals who 
contribute to society in a variety of ways.
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“My sheep hear my voice; 
I know them, and they  follow me. ” 

                                                                                                       – John 10:27

MAKE YOUR GIFT OR PLEDGE TODAY!

The Catholic Appeal – Diocese of Fall River
P.O. Box 237, Kensington, CT 06037-0237

www.givefrdiocese.org

508-675-1311

Hover your phone’s camera over 
this QR code to be taken directly 
to our secure online giving page:

How We Journey Together – Your Gift Makes A Difference! 

“ At my ordination in May 1970, my father 
and I took a picture outside the Cathedral. 
Above our heads was the logo of the 
Catholic Appeal. I’ve been a friend of the 
Appeal ever since. It’s a wonderful thing 
and helps not only certain charities, but it’s 
also a boost to the morale of the clergy and 
the Bishop because there’s so much that 
we are able to do through the generosity 
of the people. The Diocese couldn’t run 
without it. I wouldn’t want to be in a Diocese 
where they didn’t have any of these things.  
It’s just phenomenal.”   

– Fr. Thomas Rita,  
Retired Priest of the Diocese of Fall River



In chapter five of Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus calls 
us not just to “love your neighbor” but to “love 
your enemies and pray for those who persecute 
you.” (Matthew 5:43-44) This may be one of the 
most difficult things Christ asks of us, but it is 
also the most important for us as Catholics:  
to love every person solely because they are 
children of God, not because of anything they 
do, have, or profess. The theme of our 81st 
Annual Catholic Appeal, “Journeying Together 
in Faith and Love,” inspires us to bring these 
verses of Sacred Scripture to life. 

We have begun a synodal journey as a Church. In launching this worldwide 
synod, Pope Francis has bestowed on us a great honor and a tremendous 
responsibility. He is inviting us to take the lead in listening, learning, and 
loving while building Christ’s kingdom here in the Diocese of Fall River. 

Just like Jesus, we need to be aware of those around us, to extend an 
invitation, and be a welcoming community. We are a people meant to 
walk together with one another and show love to all humanity. Support 
of the Catholic Appeal is one way to fulfill this promise.

Each year at this time, I ask for your support of the Catholic Appeal. 
Should your circumstances allow, please consider making a contribution 
of any size to help us carry out our mission. As your Bishop, I hope you 
can join me on this uncommon journey down a common road. We 
can show the world how to live peacefully, lovingly, and respectfully 
together and make this season, in the words of Pope Francis,  
“a true season of the Spirit.”

Sincerely yours in the Lord, 

Most Reverend Edgar M. da Cunha,  S.D.V., D.D. 
Bishop of Fall River

MM yy dear  dear ffriends in  Christ, riends in  Christ, The 81st Annual Catholic Appeal
runs from May 1 through June 30. Since 1942, the Appeal has helped 
people in all phases of life throughout our Diocese, which spans from 
Mansfield, Easton and the Attleboro’s, through the Taunton, Fall River and 
New Bedford areas, and extends all the way to Cape Cod and the Islands. 
Each year, the agencies and apostolates supported by the Appeal assist 
and minister to over 100,000 individuals and families who turn to us  
for help. Your support strengthens and continues this important work, 
while transforming lives.

Ministries Supported by the Annual Catholic Appeal 
Due to the generosity of more than 18,000 parishioners, friends, and supporters of last year’s Appeal, we can deliver  

the following sources of care, compassion, ministry, and service to those in need in the Diocese of Fall River:

2022 Appeal Goal $4.8 Million

“ From the ashes of the coronavirus 
pandemic, a renewed Church will be  
born. A Church that is centered on  
Jesus, centered on the Eucharist, and  
a Church that has a synod process as  
its main character.”   – Bishop da Cunha

2022 Catholic Appeal Prayer

e

Heavenly Father, Heavenly Father, 
source of love, strength, and generosity,

who, through the presence of the Holy Spirit,
has unceasingly bestowed upon the Diocese of Fall River

the means to accomplish the mission of the Church,
we humbly ask for the grace to embody your Spirit, 

leading us in the service of the Gospel
through our annual Catholic Appeal. 

Help us be faithful stewards of your many gifts.
Help us to be hands that build bridges, as You did.

Help us to remember all our good works are done in Your name.

Grant us grateful hearts to respond to those who are crying out for You. 
Give us the courage to share selflessly our gifts of

time, talent, and treasure with all those who are in need.
May the good works of the Appeal be pleasing to you,

as we await, in joyful hope, for the fullness of your glory. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord, 

AmenAmen

        Support to Pastoral Ministries – 34%
•  Office of the Secretariat for the New Evangelization: Campus  

Ministry, Catholic Youth Organization, Diocesan-wide Youth Events  
and Retreats, Marriage Preparation and Enrichment, Middle and  
High School Faith Formation, Family Ministry, Office for Religious,  
Programs for the Widowed, Separated, and Divorced, Respect Life  
(Pro-Life) Ministry, Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) Office

• Permanent Diaconate
• Prison Ministry
• Retired Clergy Support
• Spanish Apostolate
• St. Mary’s Cathedral Support
• Vocations Office and Support of Seminarians

        Social Services and Child Care – 30%
•  Catholic Social Services: Bereavement Support, Citizenship  

Preparation, Community Action for Better Housing, Food  
Pantry, Soup Kitchen, and Food Vouchers, Guild for the  
Blind, Homeless Shelters and Homeless Outreach Services,  
Individual and Family Resources and Counseling, Office for  
Persons with Disabilities, Outreach and Legal Advocacy for  
Immigrant Communities, Pregnancy Support, Refugee  
Resettlement, Transitional and Long-Term Housing

• St. Vincent’s Services

        Catholic Schools Support – 18%
• Scholarship Aid 
• Tuition Abatement 

        Care for the Sick and Homebound – 12%
• Pastoral Ministry to the Sick at Hospitals
• Diocesan Health Facilities/Nursing Homes Support
• Weekly Television Mass

        Fundraising Costs – 6%
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To see a 2021 Catholic Appeal Statement of Revenue and 
Expenditures, please visit: 
catholicfoundationsema.org/2021-revenue-and-expenditures

Parish and Collaborative Incentives: This year, 50¢ of every 
dollar raised over a parish’s fundraising goal will be returned  
to the parishes for their use.


